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improvement of our environment came to us
with Christianity from the East itself. We
should also frankly recognize that we are all
more or less provincial Each man, as Voltaire
observed long ago, views the world from the
top of his own church steeple. He cannot get
rid of the personal equation. We all look
through the coloured spectacles of our time and
place, and we of the West in particular seem to
have our spectacles very highly coloured by self-
satisfaction. Orient and Occident each reveal
a tendency to discount the other. The cultured
Orient would once have despised the rude Teuton
and Anglo-Saxon tribes, with their human
sacrifices and their barbarous life. The scholars
of China were civilized and clothed in silks when
our ancestors in the West were little more than
painted savages. At that early stage the Chinese
had developed knowledge in science and the
arts, in the fashioning of bronze and porcelain,
in architecture and the art of writing, in astron-
omy and mathematics. A thousand years in
advance of Europe in their civilization, they
had discovered before us the principles of the
compass, of printing from movable blocks, and
other so - called ** modem'' inventions. The
Indian philosophers of that day had produced
the high thought of the UjxtnisJiads, and were
working upon many of the deep problems of